MINUTES OF THE EIGHT MEETING OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL OF THE 
OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVE
(Sarajevo, Hotel Holiday, 8 May 2023)
The eight meeting of the Advisory Council of the Open Government Partnership Initiative was held on 8 May 2023, in the Hotel Holiday, Sarajevo, at 11.30 h.
· The meeting was attended by:
· Nedžad Salman – Deputy Chair (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Selma Džihanović – Member (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Vedrana Faladžić – Member (Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office);
· Alen Mrgud – Member (Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Ivona Bulić – Deputy Member (Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Halida Pašić – Member (Ministry of Finance and Treasury of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Dario Kihli – Member (Public Procurement Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Mevludin Džindo - Member (Agency for the Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption);
· Alen Vejzagić - Deputy Member (CPI Foundation);
· Aleksandra Zelić  - Deputy Member (Center for Investigative Reporting);
· Danira Karović - Deputy Member (Association Why Not).
Administrative and technical support
· Vildan Hadžihasanović – Deputy Member (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina).
The meeting was opened at 11.30 h by Mr. Salman.    
After it was noted that there is a quorum pursuant to the Rules of Procedure, the following agenda was proposed for the meeting: 
1. Adoption of the agenda,
2. Adoption of the Minutes of the 7th Advisory Council meeting,
3. Report on implementation of measures from the CoM BiH Action Plan for implementation of the Open Government Partnership Initiative 2022 - 2024,
4. Any other business.
Agenda item 1. Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted unanimously.
Agenda item 2. Adoption of the Minutes of the 7th meeting of the OGP Advisory Council
Minutes of the 7th meeting of the OGP Advisory Council were adopted without additional comments.
Agenda item 3. Report on implementation of measures from the CoM BiH Action Plan for implementation of the Open Government Partnership Initiative 2022 - 2024
Under this agenda item, Mr. Nedžad Salman invited the participants to briefly present the state of play in terms of implementation of the measures from the Action Plan of the Council of Ministers of BiH for implementation of the Open Government Partnership Initiative 2022-2024. 
Regarding the first activity (Implementation of online databases that enable users to create and download custom data tables; implementation of technical requirements for data exchange with the central Open Data Portal for BiH), Mr. Alen Mrgud (Agency for Statistics of BiH) pointed out that implementation of infrastructure requirements is being awaited, because the system will be hosted on the Agency's servers, and it will be followed by initiation of the activities on establishing continuous data updating. Implementation of the other two activities (Workshops with users, development of video presentations with the aim of correct use of statistical data, conferences and Revision of textual reviews contained in the Agency's publications and announcements with the aim of correct interpretation of statistical data) has started and a number of preparatory activities was carried out. Publication BiH in Figures 2022, which was completely redesigned, full of charts and thematic geographic maps, is one of the specific results, available to the public at https://bhas.gov.ba/Calendar/Category/30.
Ms Halida Pašić (Ministry of Finance and Treasury of BiH) informed the attendees that the preparation of the 2023 Budget of BiH institutions and international obligations for citizens is underway, and that the finance officers of the institutions (Ministry of Justice of BiH, State Investigation and Protection Agency, Service for Foreigner Affairs of BiH, Agency for Identification Documents, Registers and Data Exchange of BiH, Directorate for Coordination of Police Bodies of BiH, Directorate of Civil Aviation of BiH, and Agency for Pre-Primary, Primary and Secondary Education of BiH) were notified by e-mail to provide a short content that will be included in this document, which will ensure the preconditions for completion of this publication. It is planned to hold a meeting in May 2023, with representatives of BiH institutions that expressed interest in preparing the 2023 budget for citizens, under their competence. The meeting will be held in the Ministry of Finance and Treasury of BiH and will be attended by the representatives of the Ministry of Defence of BiH, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of BiH, Ministry of Finance and Treasury of BiH, Ministry of Communications and Transport of BiH, Court of BiH and Veterinary Office of BiH, and Ms Vedrana Faladžić will inform the representatives of the mentioned institutions on the process of preparing the budget for citizens.
Regarding the implementation of measures to improve transparency in BiH institutions, Ms Vedrana Faladžić (Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office) informed the attendees that the Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office conducted a survey on proactive transparency standards, in the period from 8 to 28 April 2023 (the deadline has been extended for those institutions that have not completed the questionnaire by 18 May 2023), and on the basis of those data, a report for the Council of Ministers of BiH will be prepared with the recommendations for improving the transparency of BiH institutions. Training of managerial staff and civil servants is planned as a part of this measure implementation, and in cooperation with the Civil Service Agency of BiH, one-day training on Proactive Transparency in Public Administration was held on 19 April 2023, attended by 23 civil servants - contact persons from BiH institutions responsible for filling out the survey on proactive transparency standards, and it is planned to initiate similar training of managerial staff. Ms Faladžić also pointed out that, regarding the second measure Coordination of the open data ecosystem development (public data asset), the Open Data Portal IT application for the Council of Ministers of BiH was developed through a technical support project, and key users were trained to use the application. Proposal of the legislative framework has been developed, i.e. Decision that needs to be adopted by the Council of Ministers of BiH, and it clearly sets out the obligation of institutions to publish open data within their competence. Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office consulted other institutions that should be participants and activity holders in order to provide quality functioning of the portal and to create institutional assumptions and capacities. Further activities on the implementation of this measure are ongoing. 
Mr. Dario Kihli (Public Procurement Agency of BiH) pointed out that the Agency has done a lot in terms of the measure set out in the Action Plan. There are currently activities on synchronizing data between the old and new system and defining the final design of the public Portal, and upon completion of these activities, detailed testing will be carried out, which will meet the conditions for live release of the new functionalities.  
Mr. Nedžad Salman (Ministry of Justice of BiH) informed the attendees that workshops on the beneficial ownership are planned to be held by the end of the year, with the support of the EU4CS project, namely two workshops before and three workshops after the summer vacation and the remaining three workshops in November of the current year. 
When it comes to the measure Establishing an anti-corruption e-platform in BiH, Mr. Mevludin Džindo (Agency for the Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against 
Corruption) pointed out that the Agency provided the starting point for its implementation - the Agency's website and the website of the expired IPAK project integrated within it (EU anti-corruption project of support to BiH), for the bodies preventing corruption in BiH. This is followed by the preparation of the concept solution for the anti-corruption web platform along with the development of procedures for mutual reporting and posting on the platform. In addition to that, possibilities of IT support for the implementation of the platform concept solution are also considered. Activities to implement this measure are ongoing. Regarding the measure Digitalisation of anti - corruption - Module of integrity plans and accompanying risk register, Mr. Džindo emphasized that the Module of integrity plans was developed and implemented in the test phase along with the accompanying risk register (4 BiH institutions developed integrity plans within the system  - system testing), and the possibilities of IT support for putting the Module and the accompanying register into full operation are being considered.  
In order to implement the measure Improving proactive transparency in the process of allocating financial resources from the budget, the Agency, in direct cooperation with Transparency International BiH, prepared the document Guidelines for the criteria in the allocation of financial resources from the Budget of BiH institutions. Considering finalisation of the document, which comprehensively and systematically addressed this measure, now follows the process of direct consultations with the competent BiH institutions and, in the context of its content, the perspective for its application. 
Agenda item 5. Any other business 
There was no discussion or additional questions under this agenda item.
The meeting of the Advisory Council was closed at 12:30 h.
Minute Taker                                                                                        Deputy Chair of the
Vildan Hadžihasanović                                                                          Advisory Council
                                                                                                                  Nedžad Salman 
Sarajevo, 10 May 2023
