MINUTES OF THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL OF THE „OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP“ INITIATIVE

(Sarajevo, Hotel Europe., 1 October 2021)
The sixth session of the Advisory Council of the "Partnership for Open Government" initiative was held on 1 October  2021. in Sarajevo, Hotel Europe, starting at 09:30. 

· The session was attended by:

· Emsad Dizdarević - Deputy Chairman (Transparency International BiH);

· Vedrana Faladžić – Member (Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office);
· Alen Mrgud – Member (Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina);

· Mevludin Džindo – Member (Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption);
· Halida Pašić – Member (Ministry of Finance and Treasury of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Dario Kihli – Deputy Member (Public Procurement Agency)

· Danira Karović – Deputy Member (Association „Zašto Ne“)
· Leila Bičakčić - Member (Center for Investigative Reporting);

· Alen Vejzagić - Deputy Member (CPI Foundation).

Administrative and technical assistance

· Vildan Hadžihasanović – Deputy Member (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina).
The session began at 9:30 p.m.
The session was opened with an introductory address by the deputy chairman, Mr Emsad Dizdarević, and after it was stated that there is a quorum per the Rules of Procedure, the following was proposed for the session as follows:

Daily agenda 

Ad  1.  Adoption of the agenda;

Ad 2. Adoption of the Minutes from the 5th session of the Advisory Council of the „Open Government Partnership“ Initiative;

Ad 3. Creation of measures for the Action Plan of the CoM of BiH for the implementation of the initiative "Open Government Partnership" for the period 2021-2023;
Ad  4. Any other business
Ad 1. Adoption of the agenda;

There were no additional suggestions on the proposed agenda and it was adopted unanimously.
Ad 2.  Adoption of the Minutes from the 5th session of the Advisory Council of the „Open Government Partnership“ Initiative;
The Minutes from the 5th session of the Advisory Council of the POV initiative was adopted without additional comments.
Ad 3.  Creation of measures for the Action Plan of the CoM of BiH for the implementation of the initiative "Open Government Partnership" for the period 2021-2023;
Mr Emsad Dizdarević, Transparency International BiH, pointed out at the beginning of his address that in the next Action Plan we should put those measures for which we do not have technical support, so we could try to provide for it in the period of its implementation. Mr Dizdarević emphasized that the institution that initiates the measures should also be the implementer. That institution should encourage and animate other institutions to realize the obligations for which they are in charge.

Mr Mevludin Džindo, the Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption, pointed out that the measures should be general and that they should refer to several institutions and be measures of a systemic nature.
Mr Dario Kihli, Public Procurement Agency of BiH, pointed out that the measure of the Public Procurement Agency of BiH is "Open Data on Public Procurement" and that this measure can be implemented through the maintenance of the e-Nabavke system. He emphasized that the Public Procurement Agency of BiH will make all available data available in excel format, and later, through an upgrade, it will try to open the data in another format, since there is currently lack of funds for that. He also pointed out that this measure will be able to connect with the measure "Open Data" which PARCO plans to implement by creating a service that will use this data, and there will be tools for data filtering, and the implementation of this measure will also lead to synergies with other institutions.

Mr Alen Mrgud, Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina, pointed out that the databases and event maintenance was not implemented from the previous Action Plan, and the next Action Plan will include the implementation of a database with a filter according to user requirements. Activities for the implementation of the measure will include the activity of establishing a database, the activity of establishing a module of the Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina for open data and the promotion of the module of open data. Within the last activity "Promotion of the open data module", the proposal of Mr Dizdarević was accepted that with the promotion of the open data module, training on their use should be held.

Mrs Halida Pašić, Ministry of Finance and Treasury of BiH, informed those present that the measure of the Ministry of Finance and Treasury of BiH for the next Action Plan will be "Improving the quality of the document Budget for Citizens". The intention is for the institutions to in a way commit to publishing their budget requests and collect comments and suggestions on them, which would later be submitted to the BiH Ministry of Finance and Treasury, where this would enable improved budget transparency. In the context of this activity, the proposal was accepted by Mr Dizdarevic, who proposed to the BiH Ministry of Finance and Treasury to elect about 10 leading BiH institutions (institutions that stood out as the most transparent), to make their own budgets for citizens in accordance with the methodology used by the BiH Ministry of Finance and Treasury, announce its budget requests and collect comments and suggestions on the same. The second proposal by Mr Dizdarevic was also accepted, which was to reformulate the name of the obligation of the Ministry of Finance and Treasury of BiH so that it reads "Improving budget transparency".
Mr Vildan Hadžihasanović, Ministry of Justice of BiH, pointed out that the measure of the Ministry of Justice of BiH for the next Action Plan will be "Raising awareness and introducing civil society organizations, academia and the interested public on the issue of real ownership." He emphasized that in the context of the implementation of this measure, several workshops are planned for civil society organizations, academia and the interested public on the topic of real ownership, where civil society organizations, academia and the interested public will be thoroughly acquainted with this issue. Based on the collected comments and suggestions, certain recommendations will be made at these workshops, which will be implemented to create a better legislative and legal framework for regulating the issue of real ownership.

After the discussion, the members of the Advisory Council suggested that the Ministry of Justice of BiH try to redefine its measure, to consider involving the Moneywall delegation or other institutions in the implementation or possibly determine another measure to be implemented, given that the proposed measure, according to some members, is insufficiently ambitious.

Mr Mevludin Džindo, Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption, pointed out that the Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption for the next Action Plan will have three measures: "Establishment of an e-platform for anti-corruption in BiH", "Digitalization of corruption in BiH" and "Improvement of proactive transparency in the process of allocating funds from the budget". The establishment of an anti-corruption e-platform in BiH will complete the picture of this problem, the electronic development of an integrity plan and the establishment of a risk register at the level of BiH institutions will enable phenomenological treatment of risks, their monitoring and reduction and the establishment of clear criteria for allocating public funds. In the context of these measures, Ms Bičakčić's proposal to refine the measures in terms of analytical information and presentation was accepted.
Mrs Vedrana Faladžić, Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office, pointed out that the measures of the Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office for the next AP will be "Open Data Portal" and "Proactive Transparency". The Open Data Portal will be a pilot project that will first be piloted by BiH institutions, and later will be offered to other levels of government in BiH, while the implementation of the second measure will try to oblige BiH institutions to publish all information in open format.
The present members of the POV Initiative Advisory Council agreed to submit the completed forms of measures for the next Action Plan to the e-mail group of members and deputies of the POV Initiative Advisory Council for possible proposals or comments no later than 11 October 2021, after which it is planned to finalize forms, and that the members of the Advisory Council of the POV initiative on behalf of the Ministry of Justice of BiH will contact the Agency for Gender Equality of BiH about their possible proposal for a measure for the next Action Plan.

Ad 4.  Any other business
There was no discussion or additional questions under this item.
The session of the Advisory Council ended at 11:20.

       Reporter                                                                                       Deputy Chairman                        
Vildan Hadžihasanović                                                                    

                                                                                                            Emsad Dizdarević
Sarajevo, 1 October 2021 
