MINUTES OF THE FIFT SESSION OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL OF THE „OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP“ INITIATIVE

(Sarajevo, Dubrovačka 6., 14 September 2021.godine)
The fifth session of the Advisory Council of the "Partnership for Open Government" Initiative was held on 14 September 2021. at the Building of BiH institutions, Dubrovačka 6, starting at 10:00.
The session was attended by:

· Nedžad Salman - Chairman (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina);

· Emsad Dizdarević - Deputy Chairman (Transparency International BiH);
· Dragan Ćuzulan – Member (Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office);

· Nedžib Delić – Deputy Member (Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office);

· Alen Mrgud - Member (Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina);

· Ivona Bulić – Deputy Member (Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina); 

· Mevludin Džindo - Member (Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption);

· Dario Kihli - Deputy Member (Public Procurement Agency)

· Danira Karović - Deputy Member (Association „Zašto Ne“)

· Leila Bičakčić - Member (Center for Investigative Reporting);

· Alen Vejzagić - Deputy Member (CPI Foundation).

Administrative and technical assistance

· Selma Džihanović-Gratz, Head of Section for Civil Society Legal Aid

· Vildan Hadžihasanović – Deputy Member (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina).
The session began at 10:00.
The session was opened with an introductory address by the chairman, Mr Nedžad Salman, and after it was stated that there is a quorum per the Rules of Procedure, the following was proposed for the session as follows:

Daily agenda 

Ad  1.  Adoption of the agenda;

Ad 2. Adoption of the Minutes from the 4th session of the Advisory Council of the „Open Government Partnership“ Initiative;

Ad 3. The defining of potential measures for the Action Plan of the CoM of BiH for the implementation of the Initiative "Partnership for Open Government" for the period 2021-2023;

Ad  4. Any other business

Ad 1. Adoption of the agenda;
There were no additional suggestions on the proposed agenda and it was adopted unanimously.
Ad 2.  Adoption of the Minutes from the 4th session of the Advisory Council of the „Open Government Partnership“ Initiative;

The minutes from the 4th session of the Advisory Council of the POV initiative were adopted without additional comments.
Ad 3.  The defining of potential measures for the Action Plan of the CoM of BiH for the implementation of the Initiative "Partnership for Open Government" for the period 2021-2023;
Mr. Nedzad Salman, Ministry of Justice of BiH, at the beginning of his address reminded those present that the measures for the next Action Plan should be defined as soon as possible, given the deadlines for submitting the next Action Plan, and that the measures of the new Action Plan should be more ambitious than the previous Action Plan, but that care should also be taken to make them realistically feasible. Mr. Salman pointed out that the potential measure of the Ministry of Justice of BiH for the next Action Plan will be holding workshops on the issue of real ownership, which would be realized for CSOs, academia and interested public, and that in connection with the proposal of Ms. Leila Bičakčić, on the involvement of civil society organizations in the work of the commissions of the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH, he will check whether and in what way civil society organizations can be involved in the work of these commissions.

Mr. Dario Kihli, Public Procurement Agency of BiH, pointed out that the measures from the previous Action Plan will be changed by opening public procurement data in excel format, and later, in accordance with standards, in other legible formats, and that those will be the measures of the Public Procurement Agency for the next Action Plan.

Mr. Dragan Ćuzulan, Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office, pointed out that potential measures of the Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office for the next Action Plan will be conducting research on meeting proactive transparency standards and implementing proactive transparency standards, and that in accordance with these measures, certain amendments to the Law on Freedom of Access to Information are likely to be required.

In the context of these measures, Mr. Dizdarevic suggested that the Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office initiate the establishment of the Open Data Portal, which would initially include 5-6 institutions that stood out as proactively transparent, and later that circle would gradually expand to other BiH institutions. The Open Data portal would be developed through technical assistance, and the maintenance of the portal and training on posting materials on the portal for other institutions would be done by the Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office. In this context, PARCO measures for the next AP could be: continuing research on meeting proactive transparency standards, advocating and promoting proactive disclosure of information within the civil service, developing an open data portal - to be decided by the next Advisory Council meeting.
Mrs. Leila Bičakčić, Center for Investigative Journalism, pointed out that it should be checked whether the Collective Register of Associations and Foundations can be updated with current data, given that it has not been updated for a long time, and whether it can be improved in some sense. , eg by establishing a classification of profiles of associations and foundations, which would show what they specialize in.
Mr. Mevludin Džindo, Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Fight against Corruption, pointed out that the measures of the Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Fight against Corruption for the next AP will be: establishing an e-platform e-corruption, electronic risk register and improving proactive transparency in allocating public funds for NGOs on the realization of cooperation between media and institutions.
After the discussion, all present agreed that by the next session of the POV Initiative Advisory Council, each institution will develop its own measures according to the methodology of the Action Plan, so that members of the POV Initiative Advisory Council from the BiH Ministry of Justice check whether it is possible to do something with the Collective Register of Associations and Foundations or possible involvement of civil society organizations in the work of the committees of the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH, and to contact colleagues from the Agency for Gender Equality in terms of their involvement in the process of drafting the next Action Plan.

Mr. Džindo suggested that, after the measures for the next Action Plan are defined, it be checked for which of the measures it is possible to provide technical, ie project support.

The next session of the Advisory Council of the POV initiative is planned for 1 October 2021, starting at 9:30 AM.
Ad 4.  Any other business
There was no discussion or additional questions under this item.
The session of the Advisory Council ended at 11:20.
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