MINUTES OF THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL OF THE „OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP“ INITIATIVE

(Sarajevo, Hotel “Garden City“, 5 July 2021)
The fourth session of the Advisory Council of the "Partnership for Open Government" Initiative was held on 5 July 2021. at the Hotel "Garden City", in Konjic, starting at 17:00.

· The session was attended by:
· Emsad Dizdarević - Chairman (Transparency International BiH);
· Nedžad Salman - Deputy Chairman (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina);

· Mubera Begić - Deputy Member (Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office);

· Alen Mrgud - Member (Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Ivona Bulić – Deputy Member (Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina); 

· Halida Pašić - Member (Ministry of Finance and Treasury of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Mevludin Džindo - Member (Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption);
· Dario Kihli - Deputy Member (Public Procurement Agency)

· Danira Karović - Deputy Member (Association „Zašto Ne“)

· Leila Bičakčić - Member (Center for Investigative Reporting);

· Aleksandra Banović - Deputy Member (CPI Foundation).
Administrative and technical assistance

Vildan Hadžihasanović – Deputy Member (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina).
The session began at 17:00.
The session was opened with an introductory address by the chairman, Mr Emsad Dizdarević, and after it was stated that there is a quorum per the Rules of Procedure, the following was proposed for the session as follows:

Daily agenda 

Ad  1.  Adoption of the agenda;
Ad 2. Adoption of the Minutes from the 3rd session of the Advisory Council of the „Open Government Partnership“ Initiative;
Ad 3. Presentation of potential measures for the Action Plan of the CoM of BiH for the implementation of the Initiative "Partnership for Open Government" for the period 2021-2023;
Ad  4. Any other business.
Ad 1. Adoption of the agenda;
There were no additional suggestions on the proposed agenda and it was adopted unanimously.
Ad 2.  Adoption of the Minutes from the 3rd session of the Advisory Council of the „Open Government Partnership“ Initiative;

The minutes from the 3rd session of the Advisory Council of the POV initiative were adopted without additional comments.
Ad 3.  Presentation of potential measures for the Action Plan of the CoM of BiH for the implementation of the Initiative "Partnership for Open Government" for the period 2021-2023;
The Chairman of the Advisory Council, Mr Emsad Dizdarević informed those present that in the next two days, 6 July - 7 July 2021, in the Garden City Hotel in Konjic, organized by Transparency International BiH and the Ministry of Justice of BiH, a workshop will be held for the next Action Plan for the „Open Government Partnership“, after which he gave the floor to representatives of institutions implementing measures from the Action Plan of CoM BiH for the implementation of the Initiative "Partnership for Open Government" for the period 2019-2021.

Mr Nedžad Salman, the Ministry of Justice of BiH, pointed out that a potential measure for the next Action Plan could be holding workshops on the issue of real ownership, and the workshops would be realized for CSOs, academia and the interested public.

Mr Dario Kihli, Public Procurement Agency of BiH, pointed out that it would be good to continue with the implementation of activities from the previous Action Plan in the next Action Plan. In this regard, he emphasized that the adoption of Amendments to the Public Procurement Act is expected by the end of 2021, on which the implementation of measures largely depends. Mr Kihli also pointed out that the development of the public procurement module is not possible without the necessary financial resources and that donors will try to provide it.
Mr Alen Mrgud, Agency for Statistics, informed those present that a solution is currently being sought for the implementation of the 5-star system. In the next period, it is planned to further develop its own portal, but also to work on the connection with the central portal, which should be developed by the Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office. He also pointed out that it would be desirable to initiate activities on digitization of data and data formats from institutions.
Mr Mevludin Džindo, the Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Fight against Corruption, pointed out that some measures from the Strategy for Fighting Corruption could be transferred to the next Action Plan. He stressed that it would be good to establish registers of anti-corruption bodies and an online portal with centralized information on anti-corruption, and to improve transparency in the allocation of assistance and support.
Ms Mubera Begić, Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office, informed the participants that the proposal of the Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office for the next Action Plan is to continue working on increasing proactive transparency of institutions through the next research on the level of proactive transparency at the level of BiH institutions. For the period 2022-2023), advocating for all standards to be published in an open format, and advocating for the adoption and open format of publishing proactive transparency standards at the level of the entities and the Brčko District of BiH. These activities would be implemented in cooperation with the Directorate for European Integration of BiH (DEI), the Agency for Statistics of BiH (BHAS) and the Agency for Development of Higher Education and Quality Assurance of BiH (HEA). Ms Begić also emphasized that the position of the PARCO is that when drafting the next Action Plan, the recommendations of the IRM report and similar documents should be considered, and special emphasis should be placed on the Law on Freedom of Access to Information.
Mrs Halida Pašić, Ministry of Finance and Treasury of BiH, pointed out that the Ministry of Finance and Treasury of BiH drafted and published the Budget for Citizens and that a potential measure for the next Action Plan could be involving citizens in consultations on budget planning, and it would be necessary to devise a model through which citizens, ie the interested public, could be involved in this process.

Mrs Leila Bičakčić, Center for Investigative Journalism, pointed out that the next Action Plan should be more ambitious than the previous one, that measures and activities should be interconnected and that, where possible, the implementation should be extended to other levels of government.

Ad 5.  Any other business
There was no discussion or additional questions under this item.
The session of the Advisory Council closed at 18:30.
Reporter
Chairman of the Advisory Council
Vildan Hadžihasanović                                                                        Emsad Dizdarević

Sarajevo, 7 July 2021. godine
