MINUTES OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL OF THE OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVE
(Sarajevo, 8 January 2020)
The first session of the Advisory Council of the Open Government Partnership Initiative was held on 8 January 2020, in the premises of the building of the Council of Ministers of BiH, Dubrovačka 6, in Sarajevo, at 12:00 h.
The session was organized to constitute a new Advisory Council, as well as to elect the Chairman and Deputy Chairman and to adopt the Rules of Procedure.
The session was attended by:
· Nedžad Salman - Member (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Goran Kučera - Member (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Dragan Ćuzulan - Member (Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office);
· Vedrana Faladžić - Member (Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office);
· Alen Mrgud - Member (Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Halida Pašić - Member (Ministry of Finance and Treasury of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Melvudin Džindo - Member (Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption);
· Belma Šećibović - Member (Public Procurement Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Lejla Bičakčić - Member (Centre for Investigative Reporting);
· Emsad Dizdarević - Member (Transparency international BiH);
· Danira Karović - Member (Association of Citizens “Why not?”);
· Zoran Ivančić - Member (CPI Foundation).
Administrative and technical support
· Vildan Hadžihasanović - Deputy Member (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina);
· Jelena Skokić - Deputy Member (Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina).
Mr. Dragan Ćuzulan opened the session and welcomed the present members of the Open Government Partnership Initiative Advisory Council and proposed         
the following,
Agenda:
Agenda item 1.  Election and appointment of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Open Government Partnership Initiative Advisory Council;
Agenda item 2.  Adoption of the Rules of Procedure of the Open Government Partnership Initiative Advisory Council;
Agenda item 3. Information on the implementation of measures from the Action Plan for the Open Government Partnership Initiative implementation
Agenda item 4. Any other business.
The agenda was adopted by consensus of all members of the Council.
Agenda item 1. Election and appointment of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Open Government Partnership Initiative Advisory Council
After an introductory address, Mr. Ćuzulan invited the present members to nominate the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Council. Mr. Emsad Dizdarević was nominated for the Chairman from among the representatives of the civil society organizations, while Mr. Nedžad Salman was nominated for the Deputy Chairman.
By consensus of all members of the Council, Mr. Emsad Dizdarević, Transparency International BiH, was elected for the Chairman, and Mr. Nedžad Salman, Ministry of Justice of BiH, for the Deputy Chairman.  
Agenda item 2. Adoption of the Rules of Procedure of the Open Government Partnership Initiative Advisory Council
The members of the Council considered the Rules of Procedure of the Advisory Council. Certain amendments to the Rules of Procedure were proposed and accepted. The Rules of Procedure were adopted by consensus of all members of the Council.

 
Agenda item 3. Information on the implementation of measures from the Action Plan for the Open Government Partnership Initiative implementation 
Mr. Goran Kučera, Ministry of Justice of BiH, said that four of the planned eight workshops for the civil society organizations were held, where the Rules of Consultations in Legislative Drafting were presented, as well as the opportunities for active participation in the process of creating regulations and other acts within the competence of the Council of Ministers of BiH. Mr. Kučera emphasized that this measure should be completed by May 2020, which will be followed by development of a Recommendation for Improving the Process of Public Consultations based on proposals from the civil society organizations. 
Mrs. Vedrana Faladžić, Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office, pointed out that they conducted a survey on Proactive Transparency Policy and Proactive Transparency Standards in cooperation with the Agency for Statistics of BiH, and after obtaining opinions from the institutions, this information was sent to the Council of Ministers of BiH. Mrs. Faladžić emphasized that workshops on proactive transparency, for civil servants and heads of institutions, are planned for the next year.
Mrs. Belma Šećibegović, Public Procurement Agency of BiH, said that nothing was done in 2019 concerning the implementation of measures from the Action Plan for the Open Government Partnership Initiative implementation and underlined that its implementation is planned for 2020.
Mr. Alen Mrgud, Agency for Statistics of BiH, said that the activity of establishing a user-friendly interactive web portal bhas.gov.ba was implemented, after which implementation of other measures from the Action Plan for the Open Government Partnership Initiative implementation has been planned.
Mrs. Halida Pašić, Ministry of Finance and Treasury of Bosnia and Herzegovina, pointed out that due to the late constitution of the Council of Ministers of BiH and non-adoption of the budget of BiH institutions, they were not able to initiate activities on drafting the budget for citizens, so these activities will be intensified in 2020.
Mr. Melvudin Džindo, Agency for Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against Corruption, pointed out that the activities, which fall under their competence, have been almost completely fulfilled and that the detailed report will be presented at the next meeting of the Advisory Council.
Agenda item 4. Any other business
Mr. Goran Kučera, Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina, stressed the importance of developing a module for monitoring the implementation of the Action Plan for the Open Government Partnership Initiative implementation of the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina to enable civil society organizations and the general public to be informed of the activities of the Advisory Council concerning the implementation.
Mrs. Lejla Bičakčić, Centre for Investigative Reporting, proposed conducting of an evaluation of the implementation of the Action Plan for the Open Government Partnership Initiative implementation in the second half of 2020, to have a clear overview of its implementation, while this evaluation will also serve as a starting point for planning measures for the next Action Plan.
Mr. Goran Kučera, Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina, informed the attendees that a large conference  "Conference on Open Government in Bosnia and Herzegovina", organized by Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice of BiH and the Public Administration Reform Coordinator's Office, will be held on 12 February 2020 in Sarajevo, in the Hotel Novotel (Hotel Bristol). The conference is expected to be attended by a large number of representatives of government institutions, civil society organizations and international organizations, as well as members of the Open Government Partnership Initiative Advisory Council.   
It is proposed to hold the next meeting of the Open Government Partnership Initiative Advisory Council the day before or after the Conference, i.e. on 11 February or 13 February 2020.
The session of the Advisory Council was closed at 13:15 h.
Minutes taker:                                                                               Advisory Council Chairman
Jelena Skokić                                                                                      Emsad Dizdarević
Sarajevo, 8 January 2020
